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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

t 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

_ --------- -X s 
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Thursday, — 

- . * %: 

V /v » 

• Y ,*• * • # * » 

February 24, 1977 

Deposition of ROBERT A. FRAZIER, a witness 
herein, called for examination by Counsel for Plaintiff in 
.the above-entitled action, pursuant to Notice of Taking 
Deposition, and having first been duly sworn by JANET MOORE, 
a Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, commenc- 
ing at 1:15 PM on Thursday, February 24, 1977, in the offices 
of BEN LE SAR, 910 16th Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., 
the testimony being taken down by Stenoraask by WILLIAM H. 
DILLINGHAM III and thereafter transcribed by him. 
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proceedings 

Whereupon, 

ROBERT A FRAZIER 

was called as a witness and, the Notary Public having been 
delayed, was examined by agreement of Counsel, and testified 
as follows: . 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. LE SAR: 



' ’<? ! ■ xi . ‘ 



Q 

A 

Q 



Would you state your name, please? 



• \X ■ 



Robert A. Frazier. 

And in 1963, when President Kennedy was assassin- 



ated, what was your position? 



: \ •- 



A Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

5 

assigned to the FBI Laboratory in Washington, D. C. 

Q Which section of the FBI Laboratory? 

A Firearms and Toolmarks Section. 

Q And what areas are you qualified as an expert in? 
A Firearms examination, toolmarks examination, gun- 

powder, glass fractures examinations, wood identification, 
possibly some others; I don’t know whether they hae a separ- 
ate expertise name or not. 

Q Does this include spectrographic and neutron- 
activation analysis? 
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A No, sir, it does not. 

MR. LE SAR: Excuse me; I believe the Notary 

Public has arrived, and will swear Mr. Frazier in now, and 
swear him as to the testimony which he has just given, which 
consists of little more than his name. 

Whereupon, 

ROBERT A. FRAZIER ' 

iy* * i • r <- 

* ' ' 4 

was duly sworn, as to the veracity of the testimony given by 

him preceding the administering of this oath, and as to all 

* . ; •* •; *«' 

testimony hereafter, by JANET MOORE, a Notary Public in and 
for the District of Columbia, whereupon his examination and 
testimony were resumed, as follows: 

BY MR. LE SAR: (Resuming) 

Q I understand that you are no longer employed by 

;• , • • • - i . • 

the FBI . Is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. ‘ 

Q As of what date did you resign? 

A April 15, 1975.. * f; 

Q I would like to begin by having you describe the 
kind of tests that you would normally perform in a case involv 
ing death by a gunshot wound. 

A There are a great variety of tests that - you could 
make . 1 



. ip' 
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The investigative, ggeney. 



Q could you specify some of them? 

A Tests to determine the distance between the muzzle 

of the weapon and the victim, either by shot pattern tests or 
g unpower tests. 

Examination of any projectiles that might be 
involved, as to identity and type of ammunition used and 
whether or not they had been fired from any particular weapon 
Q That includes physical examination of the bullet 

’ * ' sjj 

and anything alleged to have been struck by the bullet? 

A No r sir, it does not. 

f ' 

We don't generally 'examine bodies, for instance. 

Q Clothing, for example? Would you ordinarily make 

. . - * r.-r'v.r-- 

physical examination of clothing? ~ . 

A ' Not unless it *s requested. 

» . ” *. . t i”-‘ 

Q Who ordinarily would request that you perform an 

• r „• # # ♦ * 

examination? 

A 

Q In the case of President Kennedy, that would be — ? 

A Either the Police Department in Dallas, the Secret 
Service, or in connection with our own investigation? at that 
time it would be an FBI investigation. 

Q Who jh the FBI would initiate requests for tests of 
— or examinations? 
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Q Yes. 

A Assistant Director Conrad was the Director of 

the Laboratory. He had several assistants in different sec- 
tions of the Laboratory. 

The Documents Section, I think it was William 
Griffith, in the Physics and Chemistry Section it was Marion 
E. Williams — no, it was Roy Jevons at that time. He's 

t ,f- ‘'•'..Zr ** • 

since left, and several others have had that position. 

Q So the correspondence would be sent from the Field 

Office, or from someone else who initiated a request, or from 
someone else — either the FBI Agent who found the specimen, 

* • , w * v • ; « 

or who recovered the evidence. 

^ * •:'***■ •’ 

He would send a request to Mr. Jevons or Mr. 

• • * •. .V : 

Conrad? 

♦ . J 

A No, he would send it to the FBI. 

Q The FBI? : • 

A He would send it to Mr. Hoover, at t hat time* and 

Mr. Hoover noticed it was for the Laboratory and sent it to 

- .V . | 

the Laboratory. • • a 

Q Now, the communication would request certain 

tests, ordinarily? 

A I didn't say it would. 

Q Well, was that correct? What would the communica- 
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tion consist of? • 

A Whatever was in it'^ 

Q It would have a piece of evidence, I assume? 

A It would probably list some evidence. 

V 

Q And then would it request that particular types „ 
of tests be conducted on that? - 

A Not necessarily. - 

It may —.usually it wotild say: 

"We want to determine certain things from 

. * . • • •„ 

this piece of evidence . " [ 

The types of tests could be very well decided in 

the Laboratory. 

Q By the Supervisor in consultation with the Labora 

v . • . . .. v r 

. • • . • * x. m * • * r . ~ 

tory Examiners? 

• * ,*_..,<* . ~r- 

A Possibly, yes. 

T* * * . 

1 1 • , * • -• 

Q Possibly? Was — by a conference procedure? 

A Not necessarily. . 

Q Not necessarily? ' , ' 

By exchange of memorandums or written communica- 



tions? 



A No, sir. 

Q Verbal communications? 

A Typically, the case would be assigned to am . 
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Examiner, the letter would go to the Examiner, he would look 


/■ 


at it and say: 




"Well, I need help on this by somebody else. 




and he would go to have that other person assigned to the 




case. ... . 


• 

' . * *vjr 

* H * -*• 


Q Now, if tests are conducted and the examining 




Agent feels that further tests might be required, would he 


. •*v*V ’ ••V- 
• 


recommend that they be conducted? 


•> 'J&'-r ■■ 

. V * */***>.# 


A Yes. He would ask the other Examiner if he would 


■ g 

•• - V' ,i- *•* ■ • 


make the examination. ' . " 


cl 


Q Well, would he communicate this to his Supervisor? 


V" ^ . 

V- 1 • - * 


A usually. His Supervisor had to approve it, but 




not necessarily. * ..... . 


§• >*. *t> * •* 

*•• f " y v V* 
. *< - 


The Examiner is in charge of the case; not the 


..•.••••* • 


Supervisor. .. ' "Tr' 




Q All right. Now, by "Examiner," you mean the per- 

Sb t f j- 


. •■ A .. ’ 


son who actually conducts the test or the examination? 


■■ vV 


A Whoever was declared originally the principal 


• ■ - 
. ■ > 


Examiner . 


\ 4 


Q Now, that doesn't actually mean, though, there 


L’\ 


might be someone else who would assist or who would indepen- 




dently carry out the tests or examination? 




A I don't understand. 
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*•: *.•. 

Q Well, suppose you have - — Agent Gallagher is 

made the principal Examiner. Would he then have someone 
under his direction carry out the test, or would he himself 

... '» 5 v . • 

carry out the test? * • • .'* r ‘ •• . . . 




A Could be both. Could be both. 


£ . •• • ; 


He may not prepare all the instruments for the 


•/;* , fy ; 

v^' n f' , 


examination, but he would make the examination? it would be 


r. • 

. • 

jfe& >V : 

r • jt r i 

£*? ** ;;• 

£ ^V** *• ■•. ..*. . 


done under his -immediate supervision , if he did not do it 
himself, and he would analyze the results and prepare the 

\ • . .* :.• - ;*$£ 4 *- • ^ v * 

report. /• • * .. .‘V- 

* • ... <*.-•- 

Q Would there be any memorandums or communications 


- >: \ 


*«***• ‘ .. .* 

on how the tests were to be conducted? t 


•i** '<*> 

• T J" '/'V*/C ‘ vi 
> ".* 'v . 4 .w * * 

;■ 


. - , V-* > * • * - • y. 

A No, sir, not that I — the Examiner is in charge 

he does the examination the way he sees fit, according to 


• .4 


what -needs to be done, and it's not necessary to remind him- 


; ; > k v- 

^•‘^ ; jS3fc iv 

V - .* * . * • 


self how to do it or what — if he needs help, to teH some- 
body in written form what he needs. 


?* u 

v • ’• . '?■ 


Q When he conducts the test, does he customarily 


\ ‘ 7 ... 


make notes on the test? . if 


I 

;/■.*? * 


A I would say yes; he should. 

’ ’ . *’• • * 

Q And are copies of those notes made? 

A No, not necessarily. Usually the originals are 

placed in the file, where they're available. Normally they 
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don't make copies unless they're requested. 

Q So therefore there would be no distribution of 
the notes to other personnel, normally? 

A That's right. 

Q Now, when the test has been concluded, what kinds 

of records are made of the tests? . 

... j -••v*- -■ 

A The Examiner’s work notes are saved and from that 
he would dictate what we call a "Laboratory report," or a 
paragraph for a Laboratory report, to be included in some 

roaster report. “ 

• * *• • 

Q This would be dictated into a Dictabelt or to a 

* ■ \ - S* 

stenographer, or — what was the procedure at that time? 

- A 

Dictabelt recorders; in some cases they'd call a stenographer 
Q Now, when these — what's the terminology that 
you use to describe this? You'd call it a report, the Lab 
Report? -* ■ •. ;.'••• • •_ 

A Lab Report? yes, sir. ; ~ V 

* ** *.*** . . 

Q Led) Report. What was the distribution of copies 

of those reports? , 

+ . r 

A Whoever needed, them. ' The original contributor 
normally would get a copy, and we would keep a copy in the 
FBI, and where the other copies go, I don’t know. 



They follow any procedure. Normally, we used 

~ ■>» 
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I wouldn't know; it would depend on the case, 
case would be different. 



Each 



Q Okay • 

First, with respect to the assassination of 
President Kennedy, in particular, who was the original con- 
tributor? 

A Chief of Police of Dallas. 

(• ’ • . *.«•*. v * 

Q So that he would have received, and did receive, 

copies of the FBI Lab reports? 

A No, I wouldn't say "reports" plural, because very 
shortly after the original request, the President asked the 
FBI to investigate; then our reports would go to our Dallas 
Field Office, and not necessarily to the Police Department 

in Dallas. ".f . 

. • * • * >►••&• ? - . > 

« *♦' *• • * t 

Q I see. 

Now, with — when you would send the reports to 
the Dallas Field Office, would you send the Examiner’s notes, 
that he made when conducting the test? 

A No. ' • * - - - ‘ -v • 

QJ Just the reports, or — 

f Did you receive some of the evidence in this case 

from FBI. Agents Siebert and O'Neill? 

» ’ • * ■* ’ . w 

A The names are familiar; I don't remember whether 



) 
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it was Frank or Eugene , or what their, first names were, but Ij 
think it’s Seibert. 

Q Seibert? 

A Seibert and O'Neill. I think it's Francis — I'm 

not sure of the first name, but they did deliver sqme material 
to the Laboratory. 

Q When Siebert and O'Neill transmitted evidence, 

did they request that any tests be performed? 

A I don't remember what they did. I think they just 
brought it into the Laboratory. I don't believe they submit- 
ted any papers. 

Q Do you recall that they were present at the autopsy 
which was conducted at the Bethesda Naval Hospital? 

A 

Q Do you recall making any reports to them on any 
tests or examinations? 

A Not as I recall. I made no reports to them. 

Q Now, was the Warren Commission itself the origin- 

ator of any- requests? 

A 

were at the moment. 

Q And so, if tests were conducted at their request, 
would reports have been made, and been made available to the 



I don't know that. 

*» < 



• * - xv»* r . 

I am sure they were. I wouldn't recall what they 
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Warren Commission? 

A Oh, yes; the report would go directly, as I recall, 
to the Warren Commission, and possibly then a copy made to be 
sent to our Dallas Office, and a copy retained in the Bureau. 

Q What would be the distribution of these reports? 
What files would you normally expect to find memorandums or 
reports on the laboratory examinations and tests 7 
A What files? 

Q What files? -c-v. « . . 

*9* w •' * 

... * S . • 

If you wanted to look and find the reports that 

were made on the spectrographic analyses ■ and neutron-activa- 

% # *1 \ • 

tion analyses, or on the ballistics tests, what files would 
you look in? 

* - * . V * 

A As of 1963-4? 

Q Yes. 

A But not now; I don't know where it is now. 

Q Give me that now, and then if you know — 

A it was in a drawer in my office. 

Q And — 

A As far as my examinations went. 

The spectrographic analyses were kept by Mr. 
Gallagher or whoever it was that made that examination; 

Shaneyf elt and others who were involved kept their own labora- 
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tory worksheets there for reference as they needed them. 

Q Each Agent kept his own laboratory worksheets? 

A As far as I know, yes. 

Q Now, how about the reports or memorandums on what 
they found as a result of their — 

A Normally, you would keep your notes and a copy of 

the report. 



Q Now, would there be internal distribution within 
the FBI Laboratory of an Agent's reports? 

A I don't think so. I think the distribution would 

I * 

be the report going through various places, but I don't think 

they were held there. I don't know for sure whether they 

- • 

kept any copies. f- ■/. 

I would say that they kept a file copy downstairs 

. * • . - ♦ * ■■ t 

we kept a copy in the Laboratory and sent a copy to the con- 
tributor. • - ‘ 

Now, as to who might also have had a copy of that 
report, I don't know. 

Q You say "a file copy downstairs." What do you 
mean by "downstairs"? 

A In the Bureau's records, the records of — in the 
Communications Division. 

Q And then there would be a laboratory file copy? 
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A In some instances; not necessarily. 

Q And there would be a copy in the Field Office 

where the crime was committed? 

A There would ~ be a copy sent to the contributor of 

the material, whether that was where the crime was committed 
or not. 

It would be — for instance, if it came in from 
Dallas , the report would go to Dallas . If it came in from * 

San Antonio, it would go to San Antonio. 

q You say "if it came in..." You mean the evidence? 

A The material, the subject of the Laboratory report, 
came in; it would go back to the contributor. 

Q All right. 

So that you — the bullets, the President's cloth- 
ing, Connally's clothing — all the evidence that was retrieved 
from Dallas, the reports of examinations conducted on those 
items would be sent to the Dallas Field Office? 

A I don't remember whether they were or not. I 

don't remember where they all came from. 

Q Normally they would — it would have been if 

that's where it came from? 

A If that's where it came from. I don't know where 

it all came from, off-hand. 



t 
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Q How soon after you received an item of evidence 
are the tests conducted? 





A There's no way to know. Whenever you get to it. 

Q In a case — in the case of the assassination of 

a President? 

A There's no way to know; it's whenever you get to 

it. 

Q Well, do you recall, as a matter of fact, whether 

or not the tests were done immediately, or after some delay? 


• ■'<*- f' 


A I can only — what do you mean "delay"? 


. V 

s 

# ( 


Q - Well, did you do, for example, a ballistics — 
the ballistics examinations , were they done within a day or 
two after receipt of the evidence, or two or three weeks? 

A They were done off and on over a period of months. 


^ r'j'ii - * * ' 

Tt-vrv ^ 


Q They were done off and on? 


■ 

js-v 

^ T # 

1 


A Over a period of months. 

We received 800-900 things for ballistics examina- 
tion, and we made the examination as soon as we could get to 
it after we received it. 

As far as the original bullets went, the examinatior 
was done as soon as we could get to it. We received a bullet, 
we would make an examination just as soon as we were not doing 
something else more important* 
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For instance/ we went out to examine the limousine. 
We were not in the Laboratory; we had to delay the examina- 
tion of some things until we got back, but it was in a matter 

tsu v ** 

of hours* 



Q Now, when you say it was within a matter of hours, 
you are speaking with reference to ballistics examination? 

A Speaking with reference to the original material 

we had received. That is, certain bullets, bullet fragments, 
things of that nature. 

Q Now, there were a variety of tests and examinations 
performed on this evidence. 

Do you recall how soon the spectrographic examina- 
tions were conducted? 

A No, I don f t. I have no idea. I can’t remember 
that at this 'time. 

Q Do you recall how long it was before the neutron- 
activation analyses were conducted on the bullet and bullet 
fragments? 

A No. That was done by another Examiner. I don’t 
know when he did it or how long it took him. 

Q Did the Examiners who conducted these tests make 

their reports available to you? 

A Not necessarily. 
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— Q At that time , what was your position? 

A Special Agent , Examiner. 

Q And were you Head, or Supervisor, in any supervis- 
ory capacity? 

A I don't recall. About that — along in that period 

of 1963-64, I was appointed Chief of the Firearms Unit, but I 
don't remember the date of that appointment, whether it was 
before the assassination or afterwards. 

I was more or less a senior Examiner, but I don't 
recall whether it was Bureau-devised position or not. 

Q Would it be — would you customarily make any 
memorandums or other written communications stating what you 
hoped to show by the tests that you carry out? 

A That would be extremely unusual if we ever did 
that. I don't recall doing something like that. 

Q Now, were copies of all the Laboratory reports 

« 

made available to the Warren Commission? 

. y ^ • 

A Copies of all the Laboratory reports? 

Q Yes. ... 

A I have no way of knowing. I assume that they got 

all of them. ' * 

The mechanics were: we would send the Laboratory 
report to Dallas, Dallas was instructed to incorporate that in 
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the investigative report and send it to the Warren Commission. 

Now, they were supposed to do that. I didn't 
check up on that. 

Q I see. 

Who served as liaison between the FBI Lab and the 
Warren Commission? . , - 

t 

A Oh, there were several people. \ 

Q Could you recall them? , . 

A I don't remember their names. 

Q You don r t remember the names of any of them? 

A Well, I don’t know what you mean by "liaison." 

*. ,*V»> • ■* 

Q Well, simply someone who coordinates the delivery 

of ^communications and evidence back and forth. 

/ 

A Oh, we handled our own evidence. Court Cunninghaid, 
who was here this morning — Cortlandt Cunningham, who was 
here this morning, and myself, and other Agents, carried evi- 

i >. 

dence back and forth to the Warren Commission, but there were 
other people whose job it was as liaison with the Warren 
Commission, but I did not have any thing to do with it nor the 
Laboratory, that I know of. * 

Q All right. 

Now, is it possible to detect human residues on 
a projectile which is removed from a body? 
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A I would think so; it's been done for years. Yes. 

Q Was it done in the case of President Kennedy? 

! A I don't recall. 

I 

Q Would you perform any tests on the human residues? 

A I wouldn’t know. If it were done it would be done 

by some other Examiner. 

Q What sort of tests might be performed on it? 

A To determine if there were blood or other body 
.i tissues present. 

Q Was that done in the case of President Kennedy's 
assassination? 

A I don't recall whether it was or not. 

Q How durable would those residues be? 

A I don't know. You'd have to ask a blood chemist. 

r . 

Q Were there in fact — are — you're familiar with 
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Commission Exhibit 399, I believe? 

4 . 

A No, I'm not. Not by number. 

MR. LE SAR: Mr. Johnson? 

(Archivist hands object to witness; witness exam- 

ines object.) _ s 

BY MR. LE SAR: (Resuming) 

Q I show you Commission Exhibit 399, which is the 
bullet alleged to have struck President Kennedy in the neck and 
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